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11s 
悪 
ugly, twisted 

feeling 

AKU, badness, hate, evil; waru(i), bad, evil; a(shi), 

bad, evil [ELEGANT] 

悪口   warukuchi, slander; abuse  (20) 

悪口を言う warukuchi o iu, to speak ill of [behind 

their back]  (20, 274) 

悪い知らせ warui shirase, bad news  (169) 

頭が悪い atama ga warui, stupid  (186) 

悪魔   akuma, demon, devil  (1832) 

悪人   akunin, villain, scoundrel  (39) 

悪夢   akumu, nightmare  (1844) 

悪循環  akujunkan, vicious circle  (1378, 1115) 

悪事   akuji, evil deed  (293) 

最悪   saiaku, the worst  (484) 

悪用   akuyō, abuse, misuse  (215) 

悪者   warumono, rascal, scoundrel  (298) 

悪意   aku’i, malice  (226) 

悪賢い  warugashikoi, cunning, sly, artful (1221) 

悪徳   akutoku, vice, corruption, immorality(762) 

悪路   akuro, bad road  (415) 

悪質な  akushitsu na, bad, malicious (699) 

悪寒   okan*, chill  (245) 
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6s 
安 
woman in 

building, sitting 

in napkin on 

corner 

AN, yasu(i), cheap, inexpensive, safe, restful; 

yasu(maru), to cheapen; to feel rested, be at ease; 

yasu(raka) na, peaceful, tranquil 

安全な  anzen na, safe  (330) 

不安な  fuan na, uneasy, restless  (572) 

安心   anshin, peace of mind, relief  (147) 

安心する anshin suru, to feel at ease/relieved  (147) 

治安   chi’an, public peace and order  (544) 

安売り  yasu’uri, bargain sale  (192) 

安値   yasune, low price  (933) 

安物   yasumono, cheap item  (387) 

気安い  kiyasui, friendly  (11) 

円安   enyasu, low value of the yen [alas, a 

distant memory now] (4) 

安住する anjū suru, to live peacefully  (310) 
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13s 
暗 
sun + sound 

(phonet.: shade) 

– volume, not 

clarity 

AN, kura(i), dark, gloomy; in the dark, hidden, secret 

暗黒   ankoku, darkness  (124) 

暗記   anki, memorisation  (95) 

暗算  anzan, mental arithmetic (128) (dark-reckoning) 

暗色   anshoku, dark colour  (145) 

暗い色  kurai iro, dark colour  (145) 

明暗   meian, contrast  (208) 

真っ暗   makkura, pitch dark  (514) 

暗夜   an’ya, dark night  (212) 

暗黙の  anmoku no, tacit  (1856) 

暗室   anshitsu, (photography) darkroom  (136) 

暗殺   ansatsu, assassination  (488) 

暗号   angō, code, cipher  (281)  (dark-number) 

暗闇   kurayami, darkness  (--) 
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7s 
医 
to attack with 

alcohol 

I, iya(su), to heal, to cure 

医者   isha, physician, doctor  (298) 

医学   igaku, medical science  (10) 

医院   i’in, clinic  (229) 

外科医  geka’i, surgeon  (91, 81) 

内科医  naika’i, physician, internist  (364, 81) 

医療費  iryōhi, medical expenses  (1911, 567) 
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13s 
意 
a heart full of 

sounds 

(thoughts) 

I, mind, heart, thought, intention, will, meaning, 

attention, care 

注意   chūi, care, attention  (344) 

注意する chūi suru, to be careful/cautious; to 

advise; to warn  (344) 

用意する yōi suru, to prepare  (215) 

意見   iken, opinion; admonition  (18) 

意味   imi, meaning  (393) 

決意   ketsui, resolution  (271) 

意外な  igai na, unexpected  (91) 

頭上注意 zujō chūi, Watch Your Head (186, 37, 344) 

足元注意 ashimoto chūi, Watch Your Step (51, 106, 

344) 
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8s 
育 
woman with 

newborn infant 

IKU; soda(teru), to bring up, to educate, to raise; 

soda(tsu), to grow up, to be brought up 

教育   kyōiku, education  (101) 

体育   tai-iku, physical education  (165) 

発育   hatsuiku, growth  (370) 

育児   ikuji, childcare; nursing  (697) 

育て親  sodateoya, foster parent  (149) 
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10s 
員 
round kettle: group 

of persons gathered 

around (a superior) 

IN, member, official, personnel 

満員の man’in no, full (up); crowded; sold out (588) 

職員   shokuin, staff, personnel  (721) 

会員   kai’in, group member  (87) 

全員   zen’in, all members; everyone  (330) 

動員   dōin, mobilisation  (362) 
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10s 
院 
hill + building 

with surrounding 

fence/wall 

IN, temple, academy, board; suffix for ‘institute’ 

寺院   jiin, temple  (133) 

病院   byōin, hospital  (381) 

美容院  biyōin, beauty parlour  (376, 802) 

大学院  daigakuin, graduate school  (53, 10) 

大学院生 daigakuinsei, graduate student (53, 10, 42) 

入院する nyūin suru, to be hospitalised  (63) 

退院する taiin suru, to be discharged from hospital 

(746) 

下院   ka’in, Lower House, House of Commons, 

House of Representatives  (7) 

議院   gi’in, the House, the Diet  (454) 
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12s 
飲 
wine-jar + lack 

(gaping mouth) 

IN; no(mu), to drink; to swallow 

飲み物  nomimono, drink, beverage  (387) 

飲み水  nomimizu, drinking water  (40) 

飲み屋  nomiya, tavern  (236) 

飲食店  inshokuten, eating house, restaurant  

(146, 178) 

飲料水  inryōsui, drinking water (formal)  (599, 

40) 

飲用水  inyōsui, drinking water  (215, 40) 
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12s 
運 
movement + 

army/round → 

cyclic movement 

→ fortune, luck 

UN, luck; hako(bu), to carry, to transport 

運動   undō, exercise, motion, movement  (362) 

運送   unsō, transportation  (331) 

運よく  un’yoku, luckily 

運命   unmei, fate  (394) 

不運   fuun, misfortune  (572) 
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8s 
泳 
to float with the 

current 

EI; oyo(gu), to swim 

水泳   suiei, swimming  (40) 

背泳   haiei, backstroke  (957) 

平泳ぎ  hira’oyogi, breast stroke  (388) 

水泳大会 suiei taikai, swimming gala  (40, 53, 87) 
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14s 
駅 
horse + keep watch 

over prisoners 

chained in line → a 

succession of 

horses → relay 

stations 

EKI, station 

駅前   ekimae, in front of the station  (159) 

駅弁   ekiben, station bentō (lunchbox)  (786) 

駅長   ekichō, stationmaster  (173) 

駅員   eki-in, station employee  (228) 

駅名   ekimei, station name  (71) 
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13s 
園 

EN, sono, garden 

公園   kōen, public park  (277) 

動物園  dōbutsuen, zoo  (362, 387) 

庭園   teien, garden  (352) 

学園   gakuen, school  (10) 

花園   hanazono, flower garden  (9) 

延長   enchō, head of a kindergarten  (173) 
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15s 
横 
wood + yellow 

(flaming arrow); 

wood laid across 

a gate 

Ō; yoko, the side, the width; crossways 

横断   ōdan, crossing, intersection  (750) 

横顔   yokogao, profile (side view of a person’s 

face)  (93) 

横書きする yokogaki suru, to write laterally (from 

left to right)  (142) 

横行   ōkō, strutting  (118) 
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9s 
屋 
relax + arrive & 

stop 

OKU, ya, roof; house; shop, store, building 

部屋   heya*, room  (384) 

屋上   okujō, housetop, roof  (37) 

屋根   yane, roof  (282) 

肉屋   nikuya, butcher(’s)  (365) 

時計屋  tokeiya, watch shop  (135, 105) 

八百屋  yaoya, greengrocer(’s)  (66, 67) 

パン屋  panya, bakery 

不動産屋 fudōsanya, real estate agency, realtor  

(572, 362, 491) 

小屋   koya, hut  (36) 

屋外   okugai, outdoor  (91) 

屋内   okunai, indoor  (364) 
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12s 
温 
kindness in giving 

a prisoner a bowl 

of water 

ON; atata(kai) warm; atata(meru), to warm, to heat 

up 

温泉   onsen, hot spring, spa  (915) 

温度   ondo, temperature  (356) 

気温   kion, air temperature  (11) 

体温   taion, body temperature  (165) 

体温計  taionkei, clinical thermometer  (165, 105) 

室温   shitsuon, room temperature  (136) 

温室   onshitsu, greenhouse, hothouse  (136) 

温情   onjō, kindness  (719) 
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4s 
化 
standing person + 

fallen person = 

change of state 

KA, KE, ba(keru), to take the form of; to turn o.s. into 

ba(kasu), to bewitch, to enchant 

化学   kagaku, chemistry  (10) 

化粧   keshō, make-up  (1406) 

化粧室  keshōshitsu, powder-room  (1406, 136) 

化粧品  keshōhin, cosmetics  (1406, 382) 

変化   henka, change, variation, alteration  (581) 
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10s 
荷 
plant + bearing a 

KA, ni, a load, burden 

荷物   nimotsu, luggage  (387) 

手荷物  tenimotsu, baggage, hand-luggage  (32, 

387) 

船荷   funani, ship’s cargo  (158) 



heavy load 荷船   nibune, freighter  (158) 

荷作り  nizukuri, packing  (127) 

重荷   omoni, load  (311) 

出荷   shukka, consignment  (34) 
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9s 
界 
field + come 

between = 

division of land = 

boundary, area 

KAI, world, area, boundary 

世界   sekai, world  (327) 

世界一  sekai-ichi, best in the world  (327, 1) 

限界   genkai, limit  (665) 

境界   kyōkai, boundary, border  (651) 

政界   seikai, world of politics  (724) 
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12s 
開 
a gate and two 

hands reaching 

out to remove the 

bar 

KAI, hira(ku), a(keru), to open (vti) 

開発   kaihatsu, development, exploitation (+ 

suru, to develop)  (370) 

開会する kaikai suru, to open a meeting  (87) 

開会式  kaikaishiki, opening ceremony  (87, 295) 

開始   kaishi, inception  (288) 

満開   mankai, full bloom  (588) 

開店する kaiten suru, to open a shop  (178) 
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12s 
階 
row of terraces on 

a hillside 

KAI, storey, floor, grade, step 

階段   kaidan, stairs, stairway  (931) 

二階   nikai, upstairs  (61) 

三階   sangai, third floor  (23) 

地階   chikai, basement  (167) 

地下一階 chika ikkai, B1  (167, 7, 1) 

階級   kaikyū, class, grade, caste  (255) 
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7s 
角 

KAKU, kado, angle, corner; tsuno, horn (animal) 

三角   sankaku, triangle  (23) 

三角の  sankaku no, triangular  (23) 

四角   shikaku, square  (26) 

方角   hōgaku, direction  (204) 

町角   machikado, street corner  (57) 

角度   kakudo, angle  (356) 

広角レンズ kōkaku renzu, wide-angle lens  (114) 

角笛   tsunobue, horn, bugle  (1624) 
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9s 
活 
water rushing 

into a 

hollowed-out 

space 

KATSU, energy, life, activity 

生活   seikatsu, life  (42) 

活動   katsudō, activity  (362) 

活気   kakki, liveliness, vigour  (11) 

活火山  kakkazan, active volcano  (8, 24) 

活発な  kappatsu na, lively  (74) 

活力   katsuryoku, vitality, vigour  (74) 

活用   katsuyō, practical use  (215) 

復活   fukkatsu, revival, resurrection  (782) 

活字   katsuji, print, printer’s type  (28) 
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12s 
寒 
binding rushes to 

outside of house 

to insulate 

against cold of 

winter 

KAN, the coldest season of the year; samu(i), cold 

寒気   samuke, chill  (11) 

寒暖計  kandankei, thermometer  (932, 105) 

寒中   kanchū, cold season  (55) 

寒流   kanryū, cold current  (409) 

寒波   kanpa, cold wave  (367) 

極寒   gokkan, bitter cold  (464) 
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13s 
感 
swaying heart 

KAN, feeling, thought 

感情   kanjō, feeling  (719) 

感想   kansō, thoughts, impressions  (532) 

感心   kanshin, admiration  (147) 

感覚   kankaku, sensation, sense  (439) 
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16s 
館 
eat + official in a 

building 

KAN, large building, hall 

図書館  toshokan, library  (150, 142) 

旅館   ryokan, inn, hotel  (410) 

大使館  taishikan, embassy  (53, 287) 

映画館  eigakan, cinema  (813, 85) 

美術館  bijutsukan, art museum/gallery (376, 708) 

会館   kaikan, hall  (87) 

本館   honkan, main building  (70) 

分館   bunkan, branch building, annex  (199) 

別館   bekkan, annex  (579) 

一号館  ichigōkan, building no. 1  (1, 281) 
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8s 
岸 
tall, thrusting 

cliffs 

GAN, kishi, bank, shore 

海岸   kaigan, seashore, coast  (88) 

川岸   kawagishi, riverbank  (48) 

対岸   taigan, opposite bank  (336) 

岸壁   ganpeki, quay, wharf  (1780) 
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8s 
岩 
mountain-stone 

GAN, iwa, rock, crag 

岩屋   iwaya, cavern, cave  (236) 

岩石   ganseki, rock  (45) 

岩塩   ganen, rock salt  (428) 

花こう岩  kakōgan, granite  (9) 

火成岩  kaseigan, igneous rock  (8, 515) 

削岩機  sakuganki, jackhammer  (1298, 453) 

岩手県  Iwate-ken, Iwate Prefecture  (32, 273) 
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10s 
起 
run + serpent = 

to stop running 

and rear up = to 

(a)rise, occur 

KI, o(kiru), to arise, to get up; o(kosu), to raise; to 

awaken; to cause; 

o(koru), to happen, to occur; to break out (war) 

起源   kigen, origin  (853) 

早起き  hayaoki, early rising  (50) 

起重機  kijūki, crane, derrick  (311, 453) 

起動力  kidōryoku, motive power  (362, 74) 
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12s 
期 
winnowing device 

(harvest, cycle of 

time) + 

moon/month = 

regular/ 

predictable 

KI, GO, period of time, term 

学期   gakki, school term, semester  (10) 

定期   teiki, regular; abbreviation for 定期券 

  (teikiken), commuter’s pass  (351, 661) 

時期   jiki, time of year, season  (135) 

期限   kigen, deadline, time limit  (665) 

期間   kikan, term, period  (92) 

最期   saigo, end, death, final moment  (484) 

期待   kitai, expectation  (337) 

短期大学 tanki daigaku, junior college (342, 53, 10) 

同期生 dōkisei, graduates in the same year (187, 42) 
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9s 
客 

KYAKU, KAKU, guest, visitor 

お客さん o-kyaku-san, guest, customer 

乗客   jōkyaku, a passenger; a fare  (320) 

旅客   ryokyaku, traveller  (410) 



building + each 

(visit and stay) 来客   raikyaku, visitor  (217) 

客員   kakuin, guest member  (228) 

客間   kyakuma, guest room  (92) 

客車   kyakusha, passenger car [train]  (31) 

客船   kyakusen, passenger boat  (158) 
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7s 
究 
thrusting an arm 

into a hole 

KYŪ, kiwa(meru), study, investigate 

研究   kenkyū, research  (272) 

研究会  kenkyūkai, research society  (272, 87) 

研究家  kenkyūka, researcher  (272, 83) 

研究生  kenkyūsei, research student  (272, 42) 

研究員  kenkyū’in, research fellow  (272, 228) 

究明   kyūmei, investigation  (208) 

探究   tankyū, inquiry; study; investigation (930) 
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9s 
急 
the feelings of 

someone trying to 

reach something 

– sense of haste 

and urgency 

KYŪ, iso(gu), to hurry; sudden 

急行   kyūkō, express train  (118) 

急行券  kyūkōken, express ticket  (118, 661) 

準急   junkyū, semi-express train  (709) 

救急車  kyūkyūsha, ambulance  (456, 31) 

大急ぎ  ō-isogi, great haste  (53) 

急病   kyūbyō, sudden illness  (381) 

急用   kyūyō, urgent business  (215) 

急速   kyūsoku, rapidity  (534) 

急停車する kyūteisha suru, to bring a car/train to a 

sudden stop  (550, 31) 

急死   kyūshi, sudden death  (286) 
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9s 
級 
thread + order = 

join threads in a set 

order (weave) = 

relative position = 

rank 

KYŪ, rank, grade 

学級   gakkyū, school class  (10) 

上級   jōkyū, upper grade  (37) 

同級生  dōkyūsei, classmate  (187, 42) 

進級   shinkyū, promotion  (326) 
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10s 
宮 
roof/building + 

joined rooms = 

large building 

KYŪ, GŪ, KU; miya, shrine, prince (of the blood), 

palace 

宮殿   kyūden, palace  (1632) 

宮中   kyūchū, (Imperial) Court  (55) 

神宮   jingū, (Shintō) shrine  (324) 

宮様   miya-sama, royal prince  (407) 
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11s 
球 
jewel + seek = 

well-formed 

round jewel 

KYŪ, sphere, globe, ball 

野球   yakyū, baseball  (213) 

地球   chikyū, the earth, the globe  (167) 

電球   denkyū, electric light bulb  (180) 

球技   kyūgi, ball-game  (1138) 
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5s 
去 
double-lid on a 

rice-container 

KYO, KO, past; sa(ru), to leave, to depart 

去年   kyonen, last year  (64) 

過去   kako, the past, past tense  (629) 

立ち去る tachisaru, to depart  (73) 
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16s 
橋 
tall arched 

wooden structure 

KYŌ, hashi, bridge 

桟橋   sanbashi, pier  (1308)  (beam-bridge) 

土橋   dobashi, earthen bridge  (60) 

石橋   ishibashi, stone bridge  (45) 

鉄橋   tekkyō, iron/steel bridge  (353) 

陸橋   rikkyō, viaduct  (597)  (land-bridge) 
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13s 
業 

GYŌ, occupation, business, industry, studies; 

GŌ, karma; waza, deed 

卒業する sotsugyō suru, to graduate  (537) 

職業   shokugyō, occupation, profession  (721) 

産業   sangyō, industry  (491) 

工業   kōgyō, (manufacturing) industry  (113) 

本日休業 honjitsu kyūgyō, Closed Today (70, 62, 13) 

営業中  eigyōchū, open (for business)  (616, 55) 

営業時間 eigyō jikan, business hours  (616, 135, 92) 

罪業   zaigō, sin  (686) 

授業料  jugyōryō, tuition  (702, 599) 

仕業   shiwaza, act, deed  (285) 
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6s 
曲 

KYOKU, melody; ma(garu), to bend, to twist, to turn, 

to curve, to wind (v.i.); 

ma(geru), to bend, to twist, to turn (v.t.) 

作曲   sakkyoku, musical composition  (127) 

曲線   kyokusen, curve  (329) 

曲線美  kyokusenbi, curvaceous  (376) 

曲がり道magarimichi, crooked road, winding lane (188) 

曲り角  magarikado, corner; turning point; 

crossroads (FIG.)  (243) 

曲げ物  magemono, round box  (387) 

曲りなりに magarinari ni, somehow or other 

曲りくねったmagarikunetta, winding, meandering, zigzag 
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7s 
局 
a section of a 

complicated 

building, finally 

found = office 

KYOKU, bureau, board, office, department, section; 

end; circumstances 

郵便局  yūbinkyoku, post office  (983, 582) 

局番   kyokuban, district telephone number (196) 

局面   kyokumen, situation  (395) 

結局   kekkyoku, finally, eventually; after all (472) 

放送局  hōsōkyoku, broadcasting station (391, 331) 

編集局 henshūkyoku, editorial department (785, 309) 
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14s 
銀 
white, carefully 

examined metal 

GIN, silver 

銀行   ginkō, bank  (118) 

銀座   Ginza  (870)  (silver-seat) 

銀河   Ginga, Milky Way  (628)  (silver-river) 

銀色   gin-iro, silver colour  (145) 

銀貨   ginka, silver coin  (432) 

ぎんメダル gin-medaru, silver medal 

水銀   suigin, mercury  (40)  (water-silver) 
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8s 
苦 
plant + old 

(phonet.: bitter) 

KU, pain, anxiety; kuru(shii), painful; kuru(shimi), 

pain; agony; kuru(shimu), to feel pain, to suffer; 

kuru(shimeru), to torment, to persecute 

niga(i), bitter 

苦味   nigami, bitterness  (393) 

苦痛   kutsū, pain, agony  (943) 



苦労   kurō, troubles, toil  (610) 

苦心   kushin, pains, hard work, trouble  (147) 

苦戦   kusen, hard fighting  (526) 
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8s 
具 
hands holding up 

a kettle 

GU, tool, utensil; means; equipment; ingredients; 

sona(eru), to equip, to provide, to fit, to install 

具合   guai, condition, state  (121) 

具合が良い guai ga yoi, to feel well  (598) 

具合が悪い guai ga warui, to feel unwell  (222) 

文具   bungu, stationery  (68) 

家具   kagu, furniture  (83) 

道具   dōgu, tool, utensil, instrument  (188) 

用具   yōgu, appliance  (215) 

実験器具 jikkenkigu, laboratory equipment  (296, 

475, 452) 

具体的  gutai-teki, concrete, definite  (165, 551) 

具体化する gutaika suru, to make concrete, to 

materialise  (165, 238) 
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7s 
君 
to govern by 

mouth; originally 

a very polite form 

of address 

KUN, Mister, Master; kimi, you (familiar form) 

諸君   shokun, gentlemen, ladies and gentlemen  

(898) 

貴君   kikun, you (lit., masc.)  (834) 

細君   saikun, wife  (284) 

暴君   bōkun, tyrant  (793) 
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5s 
兄 
a person 

associated with 

speaking 

KEI, KYŌ, ani, older brother 

兄弟   kyōdai, brothers (and sisters)  (177) 

兄弟愛  kyōdaiai, brotherly love  (177, 417) 

父兄   fukei, parents; guardians  (197) 

長兄   chōkei, eldest brother  (173) 

次兄   jikei, one’s second elder brother  (292) 
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9s 
係 

KEI; kakari, charge, duty, person in charge; 

involvement; 

kaka(ru), to affect, to concern 

関係   kankei, relationship, connection, 



person + joined 

threads = person 

connected/ 

involved/ 

concerned 

participation, interest, implication  (444) 

係員   kakari’in, clerk in charge  (228) 

係争   keisō, contention; dispute  (529) 

係争点  keisōten, point at issue  (529, 179) 

記録係  kirokugakari, recorder (person in charge 

of records), scorer  (95, 412) 
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12s 
軽 
bare vehicle 

KEI; karu(i), light (in weight); slight; easy; flippant 

軽食   keishoku, snack  (146) 

軽工業  keikōgyō, light industry  (113, 260) 

軽薄   keihaku, flippancy  (1699) 

軽率   keisotsu, rashness, hastiness  (803) 

軽音楽  kei-ongaku, light music  (6, 218) 

気軽な  kigaru na, light-hearted  (11) 

軽石   karuishi, pumice  (45) 
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6s 
血 

KETSU; chi, blood 

血液   ketsueki, blood 

鼻血   hanaji, nosebleed 

血管   kekkan, blood vessel 

血統   kettō, lineage 

出血   shukketsu, bleeding, haemorrhage  (34) 
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7s 
決 
pulled apart by 

water → open up 

deadlock → decide 

upon solution 

KETSU; ki(maru), to be decided; ki(meru), to decide 

決定   kettei, decision  (351) 

決心   kesshin, resolution  (147) 

解決   kaiketsu, solution  (632) 

決裂   ketsuretsu, breakdown  (1930) 
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9s 
研 
stone + 2 stakes 

of similar size = 

to make a stone 

uniform 

KEN, study; to polish, sharpen 

研究   kenkyū, study, research  (253) 

研究者  kenkyūsha, researcher  (253, 298) 

研究室  kenkyūshitsu, laboratory  (253, 136) 

研究所  kenkyūjo, research institute  (253, 312) 

研修   kenshū, training  (704) 

研修生  kenshūsei, trainee  (704, 42) 
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9s 
県 
criminal’s severed 

head hung upside 

down, attached to 

tree = power of 

authorities 

KEN, prefecture 

県道   kendō, prefectural road  (188) 

県庁   kenchō, prefectural office  (938) 

県知事  kenchiji, prefectural governor  (169, 293) 

県立の  kenritsu no, prefectural  (73) 

 

274 

 

 

7s 
言 

GEN, GON, speech, statement; koto, word, speech, 

expression; i(u), to say 

言葉   kotoba, word, language, expression 

発言   hatsugen, statement 

予言   yogen, prediction 

方言   hōgen, dialect 

名言   meigen, wise saying 

無言   mugon, silence, muteness 
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10s 
庫 
large building + 

vehicle 

KO, warehouse, storehouse 

冷蔵庫  reizōko, refrigerator  (604, 923) 

倉庫   sōko, warehouse  (531) 

車庫   shako, garage, depot  (31) 

書庫   shoko, library  (142) 
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12s 
湖 
big water 

(remember by: 

water-old-moon) 

KO; mizu’umi, lake 

湖水   kosui, lake  (40) 

湖岸   kogan, lakeshore  (248) 

湖畔   kohan, lakeside  (1713) 
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4s 
公 
the dissolution of 

private property 

KŌ, ōyake, public; fair; lord (suffix) 

公園   kōen, public park  (234) 

公立   kōritsu, public  (73) 

公共   kōkyō, public, community  (460) 

公募   kōbo, public appeal  (1787) 

公団   kōdan, public corporation  (749) 

公認する kōnin suru, to authorise, to recognise 

officially  (952) 



公式   kōshiki, official  (295) 

公言   kōgen, declaration  (274) 

主人公  shujinkō, hero, heroine  (299, 39) 

公転   kōten, revolution, turning  (354) 

公平な  kōhei na, fair  (388) 

不公平な fukōhei na, unfair  (572, 388) 

 

278 

 

 

6s 
向 
a house with a 

window: direction 

important (usu. 

north) 

KŌ, mu(ku), to turn toward, to be suited for; mu(kau), 

to face, to head for; mu(keru), to turn, to point, to 

direct 

向こう  mukō, opposite 

向こう側 mukōgawa, opposite side  (535) 

方向   hōkō, direction, course  (204) 

意向   ikō, intention  (226) 

向上   kōjō, improvement  (37) 

向上心  kōjōshin, desire to improve oneself (37, 147) 

向学心  kōgakushin, love of learning  (10, 147) 

前向き  maemuki, forward-looking  (159) 

外人向け gaijinmuke, for foreigners  (91, 39) 
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8s 
幸 
reversed calamity 

KŌ; saiwa(i), shiawa(se), sachi, blessings, good luck, 

happiness, fortune 

不幸   fukō, unhappiness, misfortune, misery, 

bad luck  (572) 

幸福   kōfuku, happiness  (386) 

幸運   kōun, good fortune  (231) 

幸いに  saiwai ni, fortunately 
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12s 
港 
forking river 

KŌ; minato, harbour, port 

空港   kūkō, airport  (15) 

港町   minatomachi, port town  (57) 

入港   nyūkō, port entry  (63) 
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5s 
号 
tiger’s call → 

loud, drawn-out 

GŌ, number, issue (of a magazine), call, sign 

番号   bangō, number (showing order)  (196) 

記号   kigō, symbol  (95) 

信号   shingō, signal, code  (513) 

六号車  rokugōsha, car no. 6  (76, 31) 

七月号  shichigatsu-gō, July issue  (30, 16) 



call → calling out 

person’s number 

(army) 
号令   gōrei, command  (603) 

号泣   gōkyū, wailing  (838) 

年号   nengō, name of an era  (64) 
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10s 
根 
tree + root/base 

KON, root (math.), perseverance; ne, root, base 

大根   daikon, giant white radish  (53) 

歯根   shikon, (dental) root  (290) 

根気   konki, patience, perseverance  (11) 

屋根   yane, roof  (236)  (building-base) 

羽根   hane, feather; shuttlecock  (282) 

根本   konpon, basis  (70) 
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11s 
祭 

SAI; matsu(ri), festival; matsu(ru), to deify, to 

worship as a god, to offer prayers for the sake of 

雪祭   yukimatsuri, snow festival  (157) 

村祭   muramatsuri, village festival  (52) 

祭日   saijitsu, national holiday  (62) 

祝祭日  shukusaijitsu, national holiday  (706, 62) 

文化祭  bunkasai, cultural festival  (68, 238) 

大学祭  daigakusai, university festival  (53, 10) 

祭壇   saidan, altar  (1571) 
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11s 
細 
thread + brain 

(phonet.: thin) = 

fine, thin threads 

SAI, hoso(i), slender, narrow; koma(kai), minute, fine, 

detailed, meticulous 

細道   hosomichi, narrow road  (188) 

細長い  hosonagai, slender  (173) 

細かに  komaka ni, minutely 

細工   saiku, work, craftsmanship  (113) 

細君   saikun, wife  (266) 

細菌   saikin, bacillus, germ  (1177) 

詳細   shōsai, details, particulars  (1409) 

繊細な  sensai na, delicate, fragile, sensitive (1500) 

細胞   saibō, (biological) cell  (1796) 

細川   Hosokawa  (48) 

 

285 

 

 

5s 
仕 

SHI, JI, work; tsuka(eru), to serve 

仕事   shigoto, work  (293) 

仕方   shikata, means, way of doing  (204) 

仕組み  shikumi, mechanism; device  (160) 



to work/do is to 

serve 給仕   kyūji, waiter  (457) 
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6s 
死 
bare bone + fallen 

person 

SHI, death; shi(nu), to die 

死体   shitai, corpse  (165) 

死去   shikyo, death  (258) 

死傷者  shishōsha, casualty (-ies)  (901, 298) 

必死に  hisshi ni, desperately  (568) 

若死に  wakajini, premature death  (886) 
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8s 
使 
working person 

→ to make 

someone work, to 

employ/use 

SHI, tsuka(u), to use; servant 

大使館  taishikan, embassy  (53, 247) 

大使   taishi, ambassador  (53)  (big-servant) 

使い方  tsukai-kata, directions for use  (204) 

使い   tsukai, errand, messenger 

使用   shiyō, use  (215) 

使命   shimei, mission, errand  (394) 
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8s 
始 
beginning of 

female line 

SHI, haji(maru), to begin (v.i.); haji(meru), to begin 

(v.t.) 

開始   kaishi, commencement, start (+ suru, to 

start)  (241) 

開始日  kaishibi, starting date  (241, 62) 

始業   shigyō, beginning of work or class  (260) 

始業式  shigyōshiki, opening ceremony for a new 

school semester  (260, 295) 

始終   shijū, throughout, from beginning to end  

(306) 

始末   shimatsu, circumstances, particulars; 

result, outcome  (587) 
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9s 
指 
hand + good 

(phonet.: branch) 

= branches of the 

hand 

SHI, yubi, finger; sa(su), to point 

指輪   yubiwa, ring  (601) 

指定席  shiteiseki, reserved seat  (351, 520) 

小指   koyubi, little finger  (36) 

親指   oyayubi, thumb  (149) 

指図   sashizu, direction(s); instruction(s)  (150) 

指示   shiji, indication; instruction  (695) 

指揮者  shikisha, conductor, commander (833, 298) 

指定日  shiteibi, appointed day  (351, 62) 



指名する shimei suru, to nominate; to appoint  (71) 

 

290 

 

 

12s 
歯 
teeth in a mouth 

+ stop (phonet.: 

row) 

SHI, ha, tooth 

歯医者  ha’isha, dentist  (225, 298) 

歯科   shika, dental surgery, dentistry  (81) 

歯科医  shikai, dentist  (81, 225) 

前歯   maeba, front tooth  (159) 

虫歯   mushiba, decayed tooth  (56) 

入れ歯  ireba, dentures, false teeth  (63) 

義歯   gishi, false tooth  (645) 

歯根   shikon, (dental) root  (282) 

歯車   haguruma, gear, cogwheel  (31) 
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13s 
詩 
word + temple 

(phonet.: feeling, 

rhythmic) 

SHI, poetry, poem 

詩人   shijin, poet  (39) 

詩的な  shiteki na, poetic  (551) 

詩情   shijō, poetic feeling  (719) 

詩集   shishū, anthology of poetry  (309) 

叙事詩  jojishi, epic poem  (1384, 293) 
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6s 
次 
two + yawn 

SHI, JI, tsugi, next; tsu(gu), to rank next to, to follow, 

to come after 

次の   tsugi no, next; second; following; coming 

次に   tsugi ni, next; secondly 

次々に  tsugi-tsugi ni, one after another; in 

succession; one by one 

目次   mokuji, table of contents  (72) 

次第に  shidai ni, gradually; by and by  (177) 

相次いで aitsuide, in succession  (530) 

次官   jikan, vice-minister  (441) 

三次   sanji, tertiary  (23) 
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8s 
事 
hand holding 

aloft sign of trade 

JI, ZU, koto, thing, action, affair, fact, matter, act 

仕事   shigoto, work  (285) 

用事   yōji, business, errand, things to do  (215) 

事故   jiko, accident  (668) 

火事   kaji, fire, conflagration  (8) 

返事する henji suru, to answer, to reply  (389) 

工事中  kōjichū, under construction  (113, 55) 



事件   jiken, event, incident; matter, affair (660) 

大事な  daiji na, important; precious  (53) 

出来事  dekigoto, event  (34, 217) 

好事   kōzu, curiosity  (859) 
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9s 
持 
to use the hands 

= to hold 

something up 

JI, mo(chi), durability; mo(tsu), to have, to hold 

気持   kimochi, feeling  (11) 

長持ち  nagamochi, durability  (173) 

持ち主  mochinushi, owner  (299) 

持参する jisan suru, to bring; to take with one (490) 

支持   shiji, support  (691) 
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6s 
式 
measure + stake 

= scale → order 

→ pattern, style 

SHIKI, ceremony, form, model; ~shiki, suffix for 

‘style’, ‘type’ 

結婚式  kekkonshiki, wedding ceremony (472, 1278) 

卒業式 sotsugyōshiki, graduation ceremony (537, 260) 

入学式  nyūgakushiki, entrance ceremony (63, 10) 

開会式  kaikaishiki, opening ceremony  (241, 87) 

旧式   kyūshiki, old style  (638) 

新式   shinshiki, new style  (148) 

日本式  Nihonshiki, Japanese style/way  (62, 70) 

方式   hōshiki, formula  (204) 

式場   shikijō, ceremonial hall  (144) 
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8s 
実 
a house made 

numerous 

through bumper 

crop → fullness, 

ripen, bear fruit, 

reality 

JITSU, reality; mi, nut, fruit; mino(ru), to bear fruit 

実は   jitsu wa, In fact… 

実際   jissai, reality  (683) 

実際の  jissai no, real, actual  (683) 

実の   jitsu no, biological, real (mother) 

真実   shinjitsu, truth  (514) 

事実   jijitsu, fact; truth  (293) 

果実   kajitsu, fruit  (627) 

実物   jitsubutsu, real/actual thing  (387) 

実用   jitsuyō, practicality, usefulness  (215) 

実用的な jitsuyō-teki na, useful; practical (215, 551) 

実質的な jisshitsu-teki na, substantive, practical  

(699, 551) 

実習する jisshū suru, to have practical training (307) 

実行する jikkō suru, to execute, to implement  (118) 



実業家  jitsugyōka, business person  (260, 83) 

実業界  jitsugyōkai, business world  (260, 240) 

実況放送 jikkyōhōsō, live broadcast (1163, 391, 331) 

実力   jitsuryoku, capability, proficiency  (74) 

実話   jitsuwa, true story  (221) 

実務   jitsumu, administrative work  (795) 

実弾   jitsudan, live ammunition  (1570) 

写実   shajitsu, realism  (297) 

木の実  kinomi, nut  (69) 

実入り  mi’iri, crop, gains  (63) 
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5s 
写 
building + convey 

SHA; utsu(su), to copy, to transcribe, to duplicate, to 

imitate; to take (a photograph); 

utsu(ru), to be reflected; be cast; be taken 

写真   shashin, photograph  (514)  (copy-truth) 

写実   shajitsu, realism  (296) 

写生   shasei, sketch, drawing from nature  (42) 

映写   eisha, projection  (813) 

複写機  fukushaki, photocopier  (783, 453) 
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8s 
者 
box for storing 

kindling → box 

for odds & ends 

→ odds & ends → 

certain persons 

→ person 

SHA, mono, person; in compounds, often has sense of 

‘many’ 

若者   wakamono, young people  (886) 

学者   gakusha, scholar  (10) 

作者   sakusha, author  (127) 

歩行者  hokōsha, pedestrian  (202, 118) 

歩行者天国 hokōsha tengoku, pedestrian’s paradise: 

street temporarily closed to vehicles (202, 118, 58, 123) 

医者   isha, doctor  (225) 

記者   kisha, journalist, reporter  (95) 

弱者   jakusha, the disadvantaged  (298) 

前者   zensha, the former  (159) 

後者   kōsha, the latter  (111) 
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5s 
主 
ornately stemmed 

SHU, SU; nushi, omo, master, owner; main 

主人   shujin, master, husband  (39) 

飼い主  kainushi, owner (of a pet)  (**) 

地主   jinushi, landowner  (167) 

持主   mochinushi, owner  (294) 



burning oil-lamp; 

master of house 

ordered lamp to 

be lit 
主要   shuyō, principal  (593) 

民主主義 minshushugi, democracy  (590, 645) 
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6s 
守 
building/house + 

hand/measure 

(regulate) 

SHU, SU; mamo(ru), to protect, to guard, to defend, 

to obey (the law), to keep (a promise), to observe (a 

rule) 

留守   rusu, absence  (805) 

留守番  rusuban, caretaker  (805, 196) 

保守   hoshu, conservatism  (787) 

お守り  o-mamori, amulet, charm 

子守   komori*, nursemaid  (25) 
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8s 
取 

SHU, to(ru), to take; to control 

取り出す toridasu, to take out; to extract  (34) 

取り消し torikeshi, cancellation  (316) 

取り引き torihiki, transaction; business deal  (77) 

取扱い  toriatsukai, treatment, handling  (1000) 

取得   shutoku, acquisition  (761) 

取材する shuzai suru, to gather information/data  

(485) 

間取り  madori, room arrangement of a house, 

floor plan  (92) 

 

a hand taking hold of an ear 
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10s 
酒 

SHU; sake, saka-, alcohol, sake 

日本酒  Nihonshu, sake / rice-wine  (62, 70) 

居酒屋  izakaya, bar, pub  (649, 236) 

酒屋   sakaya  (236) 

酒場   sakaba, bar, tavern  (144) 

葡萄酒  budōshu, wine  (--, --) 

酒飲み  sakenomi, (hard) drinker  (230) 

飲酒   inshu, drinking  (230) 

禁酒   kinshu, abstinence from alcohol  (654) 

 

water (liquid) + wine-jar 
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8s 
受 

JU, u(ke), popularity, receptacle; u(keru), to receive, 

to take (a test), to have (an operation), to suffer (a 

loss), to accept (an offer) 

受付   uketsuke, reception (desk)  (574) 

受け取る uketoru, to receive, to get  (301) 

受け取り uketori, receipt; acknowledgement  (301) 

受け身  ukemi, passive voice  (323) 

郵便受け yūbin uke, mail box  (983, 582) 

受験する juken suru, to take an examination  (475) 

受験者  jukensha, examinee  (475, 298) 

受話器   juwaki, (telephone) receiver  (221, 452) 

受持     ukemochi, charge  (294) 

 

to convey from one hand to another 
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6s 
州 

SHŪ, su, province, state 

本州   Honshū  (70) 

九州   Kyūshū  (12) 

州議会  shūgikai, state parliament  (454, 87) 

砂州   sasu, sandbank  (869) 

 

sandbank in a river = small area of land surrounded 

by water 
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9s 
拾 

SHŪ, JŪ, ten (used in legal documents); hiro(u), to 

pick up, to gather 

拾い物  hiroimono, bargain, windfall  (387) 

命拾い  inochibiroi, narrow escape (from death)  

(394)  (picking-up-life) 

収拾する shūshū suru, to control, to manage  (703) 

拾二円  jūni-en, 12 yen 

 

(hand + meet = pick up) 
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11s 
終 

SHŪ, o(wari), end; o(waru), to come to an end; 

o(eru), to finish 

終わりに owari ni, finally 

終点   shūten, last stop, terminus  (179) 

終業式  shūgyōshiki, closing ceremony  (260, 

295) 

終身雇用制 shūshinkoyōsei, lifetime employment  

(323, 1232, 215, 722) 



最終の  saishū no, the last, the final  (484) 

終電   shūden, last train  (180) 

終戦   shūsen, end of a war  (526) 

終始   shūshi, from beginning to end  (288) 

終日   shūjitsu, all day long  (62) 

終止する shūshi suru, to cease; to come to an end  

(129) 

終了する shūryō suru, to come to an end  (1905) 

 

ropes tied together → knot → finishing; thread + 

winter 
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11s 
習 

SHŪ; nara(u), to learn, to study 

練習   renshū, practice  (608) 

習慣   shūkan, habit, custom  (638) 

習字   shūji, penmanship  (28) 

見習い  minarai, apprentice  (18) 

 

wings + repeat = learning to fly 
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11s 
週 

SHŪ, week 

今週   konshū, this week  (125) 

先週   senshū, last week  (49) 

来週   raishū, next week  (217) 

毎週   maishū, every week  (206) 

週末   shūmatsu, weekend  (587) 

週日   shūjitsu, weekday  (62) 

二週目  nishūme, second week  (61, 72) 

隔週   kakushū, every other week  (1078) 

週給   shūkyū, weekly wage  (457) 

週刊誌  shūkanshi, weekly magazine  (636, 880) 

 

movement + around = to go around → cycle of time 
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12s 
集 

SHŪ, atsu(meru), to collect (v.t.); atsu(maru), to 

gather, assemble (v.i.) 

募集   boshū, recruitment  (1787) 

集団   shūdan, group  (749) 

集中する shūchū suru, to concentrate  (55) 

文集   bunshū, literary anthology  (68) 

編集   henshū, editing  (785) 

詩集   shishū, anthology of poems  (291) 



特集   tokushū, special issue  (760) 

 

birds gathered in a tree 
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7s 
住 

JŪ, dwelling; su(mu), to dwell, to live, to reside 

住所   jūsho, address (312) 

住宅   jūtaku, residence; dwelling  (928) 

住まい  sumai, residence 

住み手  sumite, occupant  (32) 

住民票  jūminhyō, resident registration certificate  

(590, 570) 

衣食住  i-shoku-jū, necessities of life (food, 

clothing, shelter)  (420, 146) 

 

where a person is master of the lamp 
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9s 
重 

JŪ, CHŌ, omo(i), heavy; kasa(neru), to pile (things) 

up; kasa(naru), to be piled up; ~e, fold 

重さ   omosa, weight 

体重   taijū, (body) weight  (165) 

重量   jūryō, weight  (600) 

重工業  jūkōgyō, heavy industry  (113, 260) 

重大な  jūdai na, serious  (53) 

重病   jūbyō, serious illness  (381) 

重体   jūtai, serious illness  (165) 

重力   jūryoku, gravity  (74) 

重要人物 jūyō jinbutsu, V.I.P.  (593, 39, 387) 

厳重   genjū, strictness  (854) 

重点を置く jūten o oku, to emphasise  (179, 545) 

二重   futae, nijū, duplicate, double, twofold  

(61) 

三重   mie, threefold  (23) 

音声多重 onseitajū, multiplex  (6, 153, 163) 

 

person on ground carrying heavy sack 

312 

 

 

8s 
所 

SHO, tokoro, place, situation 

住所   jūsho, address  (310) 

場所   basho, place  (144) 

台所   daidokoro, kitchen  (166) 

近所   kinjo, neighbourhood  (103) 

居所   idokoro, address  (649) 



名所   meisho, historic site; place of interest  

(71) 

現住所  genjūsho, present address  (666, 310) 

所有   shoyū, possession  (401) 

所有物  shoyūbutsu, belongings, property  (401, 

387) 

所在地  shozaichi, location, address  (684, 167) 

 

door + axe 

313 

 

 

12s 
暑 

SHO, atsu(i), hot (weather) 

暑さ   atsusa, heat 

残暑   zansho, lingering summer heat  (493) 

酷暑   kokusho, intense heat  (1273) 

避暑する hisho suru, to pass the summer [at, in]  

(1733) 

避暑地  hishochi, summer resort  (1733, 167) 

暑中   shochū, high summer  (55) 

 

burning sun 

314 

 

 

7s 
助 

JO, tasu(karu), to be aided, to be rescued; 

tasu(keru), to aid, to rescue; 

~suke, suffix for masculine names 

助手   joshu, assistant  (32) 

補助   hojo, assistance  (970) 

助力   joryoku, help, aid, support  (74) 

助け合い tasukeai, mutual aid  (121) 

 

added strength → help 

315 

 

 

9s 
昭 

SHŌ, bright, light 

昭和   Shōwa  (416)  (enlightened peace) 

招々   shōshō, brightness 

昭台   shōdai, enlightened era  (338) 

 

summoned brightness and clarity 

316 

 

 

10s 
消 

SHŌ; ki(eru), to vanish, to go out, to melt away; 

ke(su), to extinguish, to switch off, to turn off, to put 

out [a light]; to erase, to wipe out, to murder 

消費税  shōhizei, consumption tax (5%)  (567, 

727) 



消費する shōhi suru, to consume; to expend  (567) 

取り消し torikeshi, cancellation  (301) 

消火器  shōkaki, fire extinguisher  (8, 452) 

消しゴム keshigomu, eraser 

消し止める keshitomeru, to put out [a fire]  (129) 

消防   shōbō, fire-fighting  (791) 

消防車  shōbōsha, fire engine  (791, 31) 

消毒   shōdoku, disinfection  (559) 

 

water + be like (phonet.: little, reduced) 

317 

 

 

11s 
商 

SHŌ; akina(u), to trade, to sell, to deal in; Shang 

China 

商人   shōnin, merchant  (39) 

商売   shōbai, business, commerce  (192) 

商業   shōgyō, commerce, trade, business  (260) 

 

pierce + spread thighs + opening 

318 

 

 

11s 
章 

SHŌ, badge; chapter 

文章   bunshō, prose; writing; sentence  (68) 

文章がうまい bunshō ga umai, to be a good writer  

(68) 

章句   shōku, passage  (655) 

記章   kishō, medal, badge  (95) 

勲章   kunshō, decoration, medal  (1191) 

 

tattoist’s needle (to mark slaves on forehead) → 

pattern → ornamental 

319 

 

 

12s 
勝 

SHŌ, ka(tsu), to win; masa(ru), to surpass, to outdo 

勝負   shōbu, match, game, fight  (383) 

勝利   shōri, victory  (596) 

勝利者  shōrisha, victor  (596, 298) 

勝敗   shōhai, the issue (of a contest)  (562) 

勝手な  katte na, selfish; arbitrary  (32) 

 

exerting oneself in order to raise something → 

succeed → win → surpass 



320 

 

 

9s 
乗 

JŌ, no(ru), to ride; to mount 

no(seru), to give a ride to, to place upon, to load 

乗り物  norimono, vehicle  (387) 

乗客   jōkyaku, passenger  (252) 

乗船   jōsen, embarkation  (158) 

乗数   jōsū, multiplier  (151) 

遠乗り  tōnori, a long ride  (79) 

 

to climb a tree 

321 

 

 

12s 
植 

SHOKU; u(eru), to plant, to set up (type) 

田植え  taue, rice planting  (59) 

植物   shokubutsu, plant, vegetation, flora  (387) 

植物園  shokubutsuen, botanical garden  (387, 
234) 

植物学  shokubutsugaku, botany  (387, 10) 

植物学者 shokubutsugakusha, botanist  (387, 10, 
298) 

植物界  shokubutsukai, vegetable kingdom  (387, 
240) 

植物油  shokubutsuyu, vegetable oil  (387, 400) 

植民地  shokuminchi, colony  ( 590, 167) 

殖民する shokumin suru, to colonise  (590) 

植木   ueki, garden plant  (69) 

植林する shokurin suru, to afforest  (75) 

植樹する shokuju suru, to plant a tree  (888) 

植皮する shokuhi suru, to graft [skin]  (374) 

植字   shokuji, typesetting  (28) 

植字工  shokujikō, compositor  (28, 113) 

 

tree + straight; to make straight = to plant 

322 

 

 

5s 
申 

SHIN, mō(su), to say (humble form), expound, speak 

in detail 

申し込み mōshikomi, application, proposal  (1275) 

申し込む mōshikomu, to apply  (1275) 

申し合わせ mōshiawase, arrangement; agreement; 

understanding  (121) 

申し訳  mōshiwake, excuse  (982) 

申告する shinkoku suru, to report; to submit  (481) 

申請する shinsei suru, to apply/petition for  (1479) 



323 

 

 

7s 
身 

SHIN, mi, body 

自身   jishin, oneself  (134) 

中身   nakami, contents  (55) 

身分   mibun, social position, status  (199) 

身体   shintai, body  (165) 

身長   shinchō, (body) height  (173) 

出身地  shusshinchi, hometown  (34, 167) 

 

side-on view of a pregnant woman’s body 

324 

 

 

9s 
神 

SHIN, JIN, kami, god, spirit 

神社   jinja, shrine  (137) 

神様   kamisama, god  (407) 

女神   megami, goddess  (35) 

神宮   jingū, shrine  (256) 

神父   shinpu, priest  (197) 

神経   shinkei, nerve [anatomy]  (658) 

神経質な shinkeishitsu na, nervous, high-strung  

(658, 699) 

精神   seishin, soul, spirit  (725) 

 

gods – lightning 

325 

 

 

11s 
深 

SHIN, fuka(i), deep, profound, thick (fog), close 

(connection); fuka(sa), depth, profundity; 

fuka(meru), to deepen 

深遠   shinen, profundity  (79)  (deep-distant) 

深夜   shin-ya, midnight  (212) 

深海   shinkai, deep sea  (88) 

深呼吸  shinkokyū, deep breath  (856, 837) 

深刻な  shinkoku na, serious; grave; significant  

(865) 

深入りする fukairi suru, to go deeply into; to get 

involved in  (63) 

 

chimney-like hole → hole in water → deep part of 

river 

326 

 

 

11s 
進 

SHIN, susu(mu), to advance, to make progress; 

susu(meru), to advance, to promote 

進級   shinkyū, promotion  (255) 

進化   shinka, evolution  (238) 



進行   shinkō, progress, advance  (118) 

行進   kōshin, march, parade  (118) 

前進する zenshin suru, to advance; to march 

forward  (159) 

進言   shingen, proposition  (274) 

 

move like a bird = forwards 

327 

 

 

5s 
世 

SE, SEI, yo, world, age, reign, generation 

世界   sekai, the world  (240) 

世話   sewa, care  (221) 

世紀   seiki, century  (449) 

世の中  yo no naka, the world  (55) 

世間   seken, the way of the world; society  (92) 

 

3 tens = 30 years = a generation 

328 

 

 

16s 
整 

SEI; totono(eru), to put in order, to arrange, to get 

ready; totono(u), to be ready 

整理   seiri, adjustment, arrangement, 

reorganisation  (220) 

整備   seibi, adjustment, consolidation, 

maintenance; complete equipment  (774) 

微調整  bichōsei, fine-tuning  (1735, 348) 

 

edict + correct = to enforce correct action 

329 

 

 

15s 
線 

SEN, (railway) line, track, wire, string 

新幹線  Shinkansen  (148, 637) 

丸ノ内線 Marunouchi Sen  (830, 364) 

内線   naisen, (telephone) extension  (364) 

国内線  kokunaisen, domestic route/flight  (123, 

364) 

国際線  kokusaisen, international route/flight  

(123, 683) 

脱線   dassen, derailment  (1560) 

無線   musen, wireless, radio  (796) 

無線タクシー musen takushii, radio taxi  (796) 

地平線  chiheisen, horizon  (167, 388) 

光線   kōsen, ray/beam of light  (116) 

直線   chokusen, straight line  (349) 

曲線   kyokusen, curve  (261) 



視線   shisen, gaze, line of vision  (878) 

 

thread + source (phonet.: slender) 

330 

 

 

6s 
全 

ZEN, whole; matta(ku), entirely, completely 

安全   anzen, safety  (223) 

全部   zenbu, all, the whole  (384) 

完全な  kanzen na, perfect, complete  (440) 

全体   zentai, the whole  (165) 

全身   zenshin, whole body  (323) 

 

a jewel under cover → precious jewel → perfect jewel 

331 

 

 

9s 
送 

SŌ, oku(ru), to send 

放送   hōsō, (radio) broadcast  (391) 

輸送   yusō, transportation  (799) 

送金   sōkin, remittance  (14) 

見送る  miokuru, to see a person off  (18)  (as 

opposed to mukaeru) 

送料   sōryō, delivery charge  (599) 

送別会  sōbetsukai, farewell party  (579, 87) 

運送会社 unsōgaisha, shipping agency  (231, 87, 

137) 

 

332 

 

 

10s 
息 

SOKU, son, child; iki, breath 

息子   musuko*, son  (25) 

休息   kyūsoku, rest  (13) 

ため息  tameiki, sigh 

消息   shōsoku, news, letter, circumstances (316) 

 

self (nose) + heart (essence of life) = air breathed 

333 

 

 

11s 
族 

ZOKU, family, tribe, clan 

家族   kazoku, family, household  (83) 

民族   minzoku, race, people, nation  (590) 

種族   shuzoku, tribe  (503) 

水族館  suizokukan, aquarium  (40, 247) 

族長   zokuchō, patriarch  (173) 

族生   zokusei, gregarious growth  (42) 

 

arrow under a streaming banner 



334 

 

 

5s 
他 

TA, hoka, other 

その他  sonota, the others, the rest; and so forth 

他国   takoku, other countries; foreign land  

(123) 

他人   tanin, stranger; other people  (39) 

他所   yoso*, elsewhere  (312) 

 

person + twisting creature 

335 

 

 

5s 
打 

DA; u(tsu), to strike, to beat, to hit 

打撃   dageki, blow; shock  (1209) 

打者   dasha, batter, hitter  (298) 

三塁打  sanrui-da, three-base hit  (23, 1918) 

打ち返す uchikaesu, to hit back  (389) 

舌打ち  shita-uchi, smacking one’s lips, clicking 

one’s tongue  (732) 

 

hand + nail (phonet.: strike) 

336 

 

 

7s 
対 

TAI, opposite, against; 

TSUI, pair, set, couple 

反対   hantai, opposition, opposite, objection, 

reverse  (371) 

対面   taimen, interview, confrontation  (395) 

対象   taishō, an object [of]  (533) 

対句   tsuiku, couplet; antithesis  (655) 

二対一  ni-tai-ichi, (score of) 2 to 1  (61, 1) 

 

adjust a musical instrument 

337 

 

 

9s 
待 

TAI, ma(tsu), to wait for 

待合室  machiaishitsu, waiting room  (121, 136) 

待ち伏せ machibuse, ambush  (1763) 

接待   settai, reception  (730) 

招待   shōtai, invitation  (712) 

期待する kitai suru, to expect  (251) 

待機   taiki suru, to stand by; to watch and wait  

(453) 

 

movement along a road + temple (phonet.: stop): to 

stop moving = to wait 



338 

 

 

5s 
代 

DAI, TAI, price, generation; ka(wari), substitute, 

deputy, compensation, exchange; ka(waru), to 

replace, to relieve; 

ka(eru), to exchange, to replace 

yo, generation, the age, the reign 

代わるに kawari ni, instead; in place of 

バス代  basu dai, bus fare 

部屋代  heyadai, room rent  (384, 236) 

時代   jidai, period, epoch, era, age  (135) 

代金   daikin, price, charge  (14) 

電気代  denkidai, electricity charge  (180, 11) 

現代   gendai, present age, modern times  (666) 

世代   sedai, generation  (327) 

交代   kōtai, alternation  (115) 

代理人  dairinin, deputy, agent, substitute  (220, 

39) 

代表   daihyō, representative  (379) 

代々木  Yoyogi  (69) 

 

person + stake (phonet.: replace) = people who 

replace others 

339 

 

 

11s 
第 

DAI, grade, prefix for ordinal numbers 

第一回  dai-ikkai, the first time  (1, 86) 

第二課  dainika, Chapter 2  (61, 433) 

及第する kyūdai suru, to pass an examination  

(1148) 

落第する rakudai suru, to fail an examination  

(408) 

次第所  shidaisho, order; as soon as  (292) 

 

to put bamboo tablets in order 

340 

 

 

18s 
題 

DAI, subject, topic, theme, title (of book, story etc.) 

問題   mondai, question, problem, issue  (396) 

宿題   shukudai, homework  (505) 

題名   daimei, title  (71) 

話題   wadai, topic of conversation  (221) 

 

head + proper (phonet.: hairless) = forehead, where 

slaves were tattooed 



341 

 

 

9s 
炭 

TAN, sumi, charcoal, coal 

石炭   sekitan, coal  (45) 

炭鉱   tankō, coalmine  (674) 

炭素   tanso, carbon  (737) 

炭火   sumibi, charcoal fire  (8) 

木炭   mokutan, charcoal  (69) 

 

ash and hill; fire that returns to fire. Visualise: a fire in 

a hut on a mountain. 

342 

 

 

12s 
短 

TAN, shortness, defect; mijika(i), short, brief 

短気   tanki, quick/short temper  (11) 

短所   tansho, shortcoming  (312) 

最短   saitan, the shortest  (484) 

長短   chōtan, long & short, merits & demerits, 

advantages & disadvantages  (173) 

手短に  temijika ni, briefly; in short  (32) 

 

arrow + food vessel (phonet.: small) 

343 

 

 

12s 
着 

CHAKU, ki(ru), to wear; tsu(ku), to reach, to arrive 

着物   kimono  (387) 

上着   uwagi, coat, jacket  (37) 

下着   shitagi, underwear  (7) 

五時着  gojichaku, five o’clock arrival  (19, 135) 

発着時間 hatchaku jikan, departure and arrival 

times  (370, 135, 92) 

一着   itchaku, first arrival, a suit (of clothes)  

(1) 

一着になる itchaku ni naru, to come in first  (1) 

終着駅  shūchakueki, terminal station  (306, 233) 

船着き  funatsuki, anchorage  (158) 

 

sheep + eye + tooth 

344 

 

 

8s 
注 

CHŪ, soso(gu), to pour, to concentrate on 

注意   chūi, attention, care, warning, advice  

(226) 

注文   chūmon, order, request, demand  (68) 

注文する chūmon suru, to order (a product)  (68) 

注目   chūmoku, attention, observation  (72) 

注目する chūmoku suru, to pay attention, take 



notice  (72) 

注射する chūsha suru, to inject  (882) 

注解   chūkai, notes; annotation  (632) 

注釈   chūshaku, notes; annotation  (885) 

 

water + master (phonet.: continuous) = continuous 

column of water 

345 

 

 

9s 
柱 

CHŪ, hashira, post, pillar, column 

電柱   denchū, telegraph pole  (180) 

氷柱   tsurara*, icicle  (378) 

帆柱   hobashira, mast  (1711) 

柱時計  hashiradokei, wall clock  (135, 105) 

柱石   chūseki, pillars [fig.] (45) 

 

wood + master (phonet.: firm) = firm wooden column 

346 

 

 

2s 
丁 

TEI, ‘D’ grade; CHŌ, Japanese linear unit (120 yards), 

division of a ward or town, leaf of a book; exact 

丁寧   teinei, politeness, civility  (1678) 

丁度   chōdo, exactly, just  (356) 

丁目   chōme, city block  (72) 

横丁   yokochō, side-street, alleyway  (235) 

 

nail 

347 

 

 

11s 
帳 

CHŌ, curtain, drape; register 

手帳   techō, memo book, notebook  (32) 

日記帳  nikkichō, diary  (62, 95) 

通帳   tsūchō, bankbook  (176) 

帳面   chōmen, notebook, account book  (395) 

帳場   chōba, counter, desk  (144) 

記帳する kichō suru, to make an entry in a 

bankbook; to sign a visitors’ register  (95) 

電話帳  denwachō, telephone directory  (180, 

221) 

蚊帳   kaya*, mosquito-net  (1056) 

 

cloth + long (phonet.: spread) 



348 

 

 

15s 
調 

CHŌ; shira(be), melody, investigation; shira(beru), to 

investigate, to examine, to inspect; 

totono(eru), to tone, to tune, to adjust, to put in order 

調子   chōshi, condition, tune, key, rhythm, tone, 

way    (25) 

調査   chōsa, investigation, examination  (678) 

調整   chōsei, adjustment  (328) 

調節   chōsetsu, adjustment  (523) 

調和する chōwa suru, to harmonise  (416) 

好調な  kōchō na, in good condition  (859) 

調 べ 直 す  shirabenaosu, to re-investigate, to 
re-examine  (349) 

 

words + around = to discuss a topic comprehensively 

349 

 

 

8s 
直 

CHOKU, JIKI; nao(su), to mend, to correct, to cure, to 

set right; ~nao(su), to re- ~, to ~ again 

nao(ru), to recover, get well; to be mended; to be 

corrected; 

su(gu), tada(chi), immediately, at once; straight, 

direct, upright 

素直な  sunao na, gentle, obedient  (737) 

正直   shōjiki, honesty  (41) 

直接の  chokusetsu no, direct; immediate; 

first-hand  (730) 

直訳の  chokuyaku no, literal/verbatim 

[translation]  (982) 

直喩   chokuyu, simile  (--) 

直立の  chokuritsu no, erect; upright; 

perpendicular  (73) 

直角   chokkaku, right angle  (243) 

仲直り  nakanaori, reconciliation  (934) 

直感   chokkan, intuition  (246) 

直後に  chokugo ni, immediately after  (111) 

調 べ 直 す  shirabenaosu, to re-investigate, to 
re-examine  (348) 

 



350 

 

 

9s 
追 

TSUI, o(u), to run after, to drive away 

追いかける oikakeru, to chase 

追い払う oiharau, to drive off  (1766) 

追求   tsuikyū, pursuit  (455) 

追及する tsuikyū suru, to catch up with  (1148) 

追究   tsuikyū, inquiry  (253) 

追放する tsuihō suru, to banish; to exile; to expel; to 

purge  (391) 

追放者  tsuihōsha, exile  (391, 298) 

国外追放 kokugaitsuihō, deportation  (123, 91, 391) 

 

movement + buttocks (phonet.: chase) = to pursue a 

person’s rear 

351 

 

 

8s 
定 

TEI, JŌ; sada(meru), to fix, to decide, to establish; to 

determine, to appoint; sada(maru), to be decided, to 

be settled 

予定   yotei, previous arrangement, schedule  

(403) 

定食   teishoku, set meal  (146) 

定期   teiki, fixed period or term, regularity; 

prefix for ‘regular’  (251) 

不定の  futei no, indefinite; uncertain; unsettled  

(572) 

定価   teika, list price  (626) 

定休日  teikyūbi, regular holiday, shop/company 

holiday    (13, 62) 

定年   teinen, retirement age  (64) 

定員   tei’in, regular staff, full number of 

personnel; seating/passenger capacity  (228) 

不定詞  futeishi, the infinitive  (572, 879) 

未定   mitei, undecided, unscheduled; unfinished  

(794) 

決定   kettei, decision  (271) 

定めし  sadameshi, surely; probably 

定めなき sadamenaki, uncertain; unsettled; 

mutable 

 

roof/building + correct 



352 

 

 

10s 
庭 

TEI; niwa, garden; courtyard 

庭園   teien, garden  (234) 

校庭   kōtei, school playground  (21) 

家庭   katei, home, household  (83) 

家庭的  katei-teki, home, domestic  (83, 551) 

庭師   niwashi, master gardener  (693) 

 

large building (palace) + court (people standing 

around) 

353 

 

 

13s 
鉄 

TETSU, kurogane, iron, steel 

鉄道   tetsudō, railroad, railway  (188) 

地下鉄  chikatetsu, underground, subway  (167, 7) 

私鉄   shitetsu, private railway line/company  

(876) 

国鉄   kokutetsu, National Railway  (123) 

鉄橋   tekkyō, iron bridge, railway bridge  (259) 

鉄板   teppan, steel plate  (373) 

 

(big) black metal 

354 

 

 

11s 
転 

TEN, koro(geru), koro(garu), to roll over, to rotate, to 

lie down; koro(gasu), to roll over, to throw down; 

koro(bu), to fall, to tumble 

自転車  jitensha, bicycle  (134, 31) 

運転する unten suru, to drive  (231) 

運転手  untenshu, driver  (231, 32) 

転居する tenkyo suru, to change one’s residence  

(649) 

転校する tenkō suru, to change to another school 

(21) 

転任   tennin, change of post  (764) 

転送する tensō suru, to forward  (331) 

ひどく転ぶ hidoku korobu, to fall badly 

 

vehicle + spinning weight (phonet.: move) 

355 

 

 

11s 
都 

TO, TSU, miyako, capital, metropolis 

都合   tsugō, circumstances, conditions  (121) 

都会   tokai, city  (87) 

都市   toshi, city  (130) 

首都   shuto, capital  (139) 



 

person (phonet.: gather) + village 

356 

 

 

9s 
度 

DO, TAKU, tabi, degree; time, times; limit 

一度   ichido, once  (1) 

今度   kondo, this time; next time  (125) 

毎度   maido, every time  (206) 

温度   ondo, temperature  (237) 

速度   sokudo, speed  (534) 

制度   seido, system  (722) 

程度   teido, degree, level, extent  (754) 

357 

 

 

7s 
投 

TŌ, na(geru), to throw, to cast 

投票   tōhyō, voting, vote  (570) 

投資   tōshi, investment  (694) 

投書   tōsho, contribution (to a newspaper, 

magazine)  (142) 

投手   tōshu, pitcher  (32) 

投げ出す nagedasu, to abandon, to give up [life]; to 

stretch out [legs]  (34) 

 

hand + strike with an axe (phonet.: throw) = to throw 

a weapon 

358 

 

 

10s 
島 

TŌ, shima, island 

島国   shimaguni, island nation  (123) 

半島   hantō, peninsula  (195) 

群島   guntō, group of islands  (657) 

島民   tōmin, islanders  (590) 

列島   rettō, archipelago  (414) 

 

bird on a mountain 

359 

 

 

12s 
湯 

TŌ; yu, hot water 

湯気   yuge, steam  (11) 

湯船   yubune, bathtub  (158) 

茶の湯  cha-no-yu, tea ceremony  (171) 

熱湯   nettō, boiling water  (560) 

銭湯   sentō, public bath  (734) 

 

water + rising sun 



360 

 

 

12s 
登 

TŌ, TO; nobo(ri), climbing; nobo(ru), to climb 

登山   tozan, mountaineering  (24) 

登場   tōjō, appearance  (144) 

登校する tōkō suru, to attend school  (21) 

木登り  ki-nobori, tree-climbing  (69) 

 

two feet, hands and food vessel 

361 

 

 

12s 
等 

TŌ, class, quality; hito(shii), like, equal, equivalent; 

nado, etcetera 

高等学校 kōtōgakkō, senior high school  (119, 10, 

21) 

上等の  jōtō no, high-class, very good, superior  

(37) 

一等の  ittō no, first class, most, best  (1) 

等圧線  tōatsusen, isobar  (612, 339) 

Aは Bと大きさが等しい A wa B to ōkisa ga hitoshii, 

A is equal to B in size (53) 

 

bamboo + temple = to arrange bamboo tablets into 

equal groups 

362 

 

 

11s 
動 

DŌ, ugo(ku), to move (vi.); ugo(kasu), to move (vt.) 

動物   dōbutsu, animal  (387) 

自動車  jidōsha, automobile, vehicle  (134, 31) 

自動   jidō, automatic  (134) 

運動   undō, motion, physical exercise, sports  

(231) 

手動   shudō, manually operated  (32) 

動き出す ugokidasu, to move off  (34) 

 

heavy (phonet.: sway) + strength 

363 

 

 

12s 
童 

DŌ, warabe, child 

児童   jidō, children  (697) 

童話   dōwa, nursery tale  (221) 

童謡   dōyō, nursery song  (1883) 

童心   dōshin, child’s mind  (147) 

 

(Remember by:) stand and village 



364 

 

 

4s 
内 

NAI, DAI, uchi, inside, home, within, during, among, 

between 

家内   kanai, my wife  (83) 

案内   annai, guidance, invitation; information  

(418) 

内容   naiyō, contents  (802) 

内部   naibu, inner part  (384) 

内海   uchiumi, naikai, inland sea  (88) 

都内   tonai, inside Tokyo  (355) 

年内   nennai, within the year  (64) 

内科   naika, internal medicine (unit)  (81) 

内側   uchigawa, inside  (535) 

内気   uchiki, shyness  (11)  

(inside/home-spirit) 

学内便  gakunaibin, campus mail  (10, 582) 

市内   shinai, civic  (130) 

内閣   naikaku, Cabinet  (822) 

内心は  naishin wa, at heart; in one’s mind  (147) 

 

enter + dwelling 

365 

 

 

6s 
肉 

NIKU, meat, flesh 

肉屋   nikuya, butcher(’s)  (236) 

牛肉   gyūniku, beef  (97) 

焼肉   yakiniku, grilled meat  (509) 

鳥肉   toriniku, chicken meat  (174) 

豚肉   butaniku, pork  (1670) 

肉料理  nikuryōri, meat dishes  (599, 220) 

挽き肉  hikiniku, minced/ground meat  (--) 

馬肉   baniku, horsemeat  (191) 

肉眼   nikugan, naked eye  (640) 

筋肉   kinniku, muscles  (843) 

皮肉   hiniku, irony, sarcasm  (374) 

朱肉   shuniku, red ink pad  (1346) 

 

a fillet of meat 

366 

 

 

13s 
農 

NŌ, farming 

農場   nōjō, farm  (144) 

農業   nōgyō, agriculture  (260) 

農家   nōka, farmhouse  (83) 



農民   nōmin, farmers  (590) 

 

cutting trees to clear fields 

367 

 

 

8s 
波 

HA, nami, wave 

大波   ō-nami, big wave  (53) 

波乗り  naminori, surfing  (320)  (wave-riding) 

音波   onpa, sound wave  (6) 

周波   shūha, frequency  (504) 

防波堤  bōhatei, breakwater  (791, 753) 

電波   denpa, electric wave  (180) 

 

water + skin (phonet.: rise and fall) 

368 

 

 

10s 
配 

HAI, kuba(ru), to distribute, to deliver 

心配   shinpai, worry  (147)  (heart-distribute) 

配達   haitatsu, delivery  (541) 

配給   haikyū, ration, distribution [of food or 

goods]  (457) 

配り手  kubarite, dealer (at cards)  (32) 

 

wine-jar + kneeling person 

369 

 

 

9s 
畑 

hata, hatake, dry-field, farm, cultivated field 

田畑   tahata, fields, estate  (59) 

花畑   hanabatake, flower garden  (9) 

麦畑   mugibatake, wheat-field, barley-field  

(194) 

茶畑   chabatake, tea-field  (171) 

 

a character made in Japan.  fire + (burned-off) field 

370 

 

 

9s 
発 

HATSU, HOTSU, to expose, to open, to shoot, to 

happen, to leave, to depart, to emit, to discharge 

発音   hatsuon, pronunciation  (6) 

発車する hassha suru, to depart [train/car]  (31) 

五時発  gojihatsu, five o’clock departure  (19, 135) 

出発   shuppatsu, departure  (34) 

発表   happyō, presentation; announcement  

(379) 

始発   shihatsu, the first train/bus  (288) 

終発   shūhatsu, the last train/bus  (306) 

発足   hossoku, inauguration  (51) 



発電所  hatsudensho, power plant  (180, 312) 

発電機  hatsudenki, generator  (180, 453) 

 

two planted feet, bow + strike = to adopt a firm stance 

and shoot 

371 

 

 

4s 
反 

HAN, antithesis, anti-; 

TAN, unit of measure (for land and cloth) 

so(ru), to bend (backward); so(rasu), to bend oneself 

(backward) 

反対   hantai, opposition, contrast  (336) 

反語   hango, irony  (112)  (opposite-words) 

反感   hankan, antipathy  (246) 

反省   hansei, self-examination  (516) 

反射   hansha, reflection  (882) 

反応   hannō*, reaction  (622) 

反核   hankaku, anti-nuclear  (1074) 

反物   tanmono, textiles  (387) 

 

cliff + hand = suddenly turn the hand over 

372 

 

 

7s 
坂 

HAN, saka, slope, hill 

坂道   sakamichi, slope  (188) 

上り坂  noborizaka, ascent, uphill slope  (37) 

下り坂  kudarizaka, descent, downhill slope  (7) 

急坂   kyūhan, steep slope  (254) 

 

ground + oppose (phonet.: slanting) 

373 

 

 

8s 
板 

HAN, BAN, ita, board (of wood), plate, sheet 

板前   itamae, chef  (159) 

黒板   kokuban, blackboard  (124) 

板紙   itagami, cardboard  (132) 

板の間  ita-no-ma, wooden floor  (92) 

掲示板  keijiban, notice-board  (1198, 695) 

看板   kanban, poster, signboard, billboard  

(827) 

 

wood + oppose  (phonet.: thin, flat) 



374 

 

 

5s 
皮 

HI, kawa, skin, leather 

皮膚   hifu, skin  (1757) 

毛皮   kegawa, fur  (210) 

皮肉   hiniku, irony, sarcasm  (365) 

木の皮  kinokawa, bark  (69) 

 

a hand pulling the hide off an animal with its head still 

attached 

375 

 

 

12s 
悲 

HI; kana(shii), sad; kana(shimu), to be sad, feel 

sorrowful; kana(shisa), sadness 

悲劇   higeki, tragedy, tragic event  (848) 

悲鳴   himei, shriek, wail  (209) 

悲壮な  hisō na, pathetic; tragic  (1514) 

慈悲   jihi, mercy  (1328) 

 

not (phonet.: sad, splitting open) + heart 

376 

 

 

9s 
美 

BI, beauty; utsuku(shii), beautiful, fine 

美人   bijin, beautiful woman, belle  (39) 

美術   bijutsu, fine arts  (708) 

美術館  bijutsukan, art museum  (708, 247) 

美学   bigaku, aesthetics  (10) 

人工美  jinkōbi, man-made beauty  (39, 113) 

 

big sheep = prized, desirable 

377 

 

 

14s 
鼻 

BI, hana, nose 

鼻紙   hanagami, paper handkerchief  (132) 

鼻血   hanaji, nosebleed  (270) 

鼻音   bion, nasal sound  (6) 

鼻薬   hanagusuri, bribe  (398)  

(nose-medicine) 

鼻先に/で hanasaki ni/de, on the tip of one’s nose, 

under one’s very nose  (49) 

 

self + give 

378 

 

 

5s 

 

氷 
HYŌ; kōri, ice 

氷すべり kōrisuberi, ice-skating 

氷水   kōrimizu, iced water  (40) 

氷のような kōri no yō na, icy; ice-cold 

氷山   hyōzan, iceberg  (24) 



oo 氷原   hyōgen, ice-floe  (107) 

氷点   hyōten, freezing point  (179) 

砕氷船  saihyōsen, icebreaker  (1278, 158) 

 

cracks + water 

379 

 

 

8s 
表 

HYŌ, list, table, schedule; 

omote, the outside, surface, front; 

ara(wasu), to show, manifest, indicate, expose, 

express, represent 

表現   hyōgen, an expression  (666) 

時刻表  jikokuhyō, [train] timetable  (135, 865) 

時間表  jikanhyō, [school] timetable  (135, 92) 

表面   hyōmen, surface  (395) 

代表する daihyō suru, to represent, to act for  

(338) 

代表   daihyō, representative; delegate 

表紙   hyōshi, cover of a book  (132) 

表―４  hyō-yon, Table 4 

 

fur clothing – worn on the outside; shown 

380 

 

 

9s 
秒 

BYŌ, second (unit of time) 

秒針   byōshin, the second hand [clock etc.] (905) 

一秒   ichibyō, one second  (1) 

数秒   sūbyō, several seconds  (151) 

秒速   byōsoku, speed per second  (534) 

 

rice plant + few (miniscule): originally tip of the ear of 

a grain 

381 

 

 

10s 
病 

BYŌ, HEI, yamai, illness; ya(mu), to fall ill 

病気   byōki, illness, sickness, disease  (11) 

病院   byōin, hospital  (229) 

病人   byōnin, sick person  (39) 

病室   byōshitsu, sickroom  (136) 

急病   kyūbyō, sudden illness  (254) 

らい病  raibyō, leprosy 

病名   byōmei, name of a disease  (71) 

成人病  seijinbyō, a geriatric disease  (515, 39) 

 

sickness (person in bed) + third-rate (phonet.: 



increase) 

382 

 

 

9s 
品 

HIN, elegance, dignity, quality, kind; shina, goods, 

article 

品物   shinamono, article, goods  (387) 

商品   shōhin, commodity, goods  (317) 

電気製品 denki seihin, electrical appliance  (180, 11, 

726) 

食品   shokuhin, food, foodstuff  (146) 

食料品  shoku ryōhin, foodstuff, groceries  (146, 

599) 

日用品  nichiyōhin, daily necessities  (62, 215) 

スポ－ツ用品 supōtsu yōhin, sporting goods  (215) 

作品   sakuhin, piece of work, product  (127) 

品質   hinshitsu, quality  (699) 

品切れ  shinagire, out of stock, sold out  (156) 

賞品   shōhin, prize  (511) 

全品   zenpin, all goods  (330) 

手品   tejina, jugglery, sleight of hand  (32) 

 

3 mouths = group of people → group of things → 

judge quality by group 

383 

 

 

9s 
負 

FU, o(u), to bear, to be indebted to; 

ma(ke), a defeat; ma(keru), to lose, to be defeated, to 

reduce in price; ma(kasu), to defeat 

勝負   shōbu, match, game, fight  (319) 

負傷   fushō, wound  (901) 

負担   futan, burden  (929) 

負け嫌い makegirai, unyielding  (1218) 

背負う  se-ou, to carry on one’s back  (957) 

 

bending person + money 

384 

 

 

11s 
部 

BU, BE, part, section, department, clan 

部屋   heya*, room  (236) 

全部   zenbu, all, whole  (330) 

部分   bubun, part, portion  (199) 

工学部  kōgakubu, Faculty of Engineering  (113, 

10) 

テニス部 tenisu bu, tennis club 

東部   tōbu, eastern part  (184) 



部族   buzoku, tribe  (333) 

 

spit + village 

385 

 

 

8s 
服 

FUKU, dress, clothes; to yield, serve; to submit 

服装   fukusō, clothing  (1524) 

洋服   yōfuku, European clothes  (404) 

礼服   reifuku, full dress  (413) 

制服   seifuku, uniform  (722) 

服従   fukujū, submission; obedience  (891) 

服毒する fukudoku suru, to take poison  (559) 

服罪する fukuzai suru, to submit to a sentence  

(686) 

服地   fukuji, cloth  (167) 

服役する fukueki suru, to serve in the army/navy  

(397) 

服用する fukuyō suru, to take [medicine]  (215) 

服務   fukumu, to grieve  (795) 

服務時間 fukumu jikan, business hours  (795, 135, 

92) 

 

boat + hand holding a tool 

386 

 

 

13s 
福 

FUKU, good fortune 

幸福   kōfuku, happiness  (279) 

福の神  fuku-no-kami, God of Wealth  (324) 

福引き  fukubiki, lottery  (77) 

福音書  fukuinsho, Gospels  (6, 142) 

祝福   shukufuku, blessing  (706) 

 

387 

 

 

8s 
物 

BUTSU, MOTSU, mono, thing, article, object 

買い物する kaimono suru, to shop  (193) 

品物   shinamono, goods, article  (382) 

食べ物  tabemono, food  (146) 

食物   shokumotsu, food  (146) 

荷物   nimotsu, luggage, baggage, cargo  (239) 

忘れ物  wasuremono, lost property, thing(s) left 

behind  (974) 

人物   jinbutsu, person  (39) 

動物   dōbutsu, animal  (362) 

見物する kenbutsu suru, to sightsee  (18) 



名物   meibutsu, noted product, special product  

(71) 

貨物   kamotsu, freight  (432) 

 

cow + not.  Originally: cow + variety → creature → 

(tangible) thing (as opposed to the abstract koto) 

388 

 

 

5s 
平 

HEI, BYŌ; tai(ra), evenness, flatness; 

hira(tai), even, level, simple, flat, calm 

平成   Heisei (era)  (515) 

平日   heijitsu, ordinary day, weekday  (62) 

平和   heiwa, peace  (416) 

平気   heiki, calmness, indifference  (11) 

平等   byōdō, equality  (--) 

水平な  suihei na, horizontal, level  (40) 

平均する heikin suru, to average  (653) 

平手   hirate, palm (of hand)  (32) 

 

small, twisting water-weed flattening out across the 

surface of the water 

389 

 

 

7s 
返 

HEN, kae(su), to return, to give back; kae(ru), to 

return, to come back; kae(shi), return 

返事   henji, answer, reply  (293) 

返済   hensai, repayment  (871) 

繰り返す kurikaesu, to repeat  (1190) 

恩返しをする ongaeshi o suru, to return a favour, to 

repay kindness  (624) 

仕返し  shikaeshi, retaliation; revenge  (285) 

 

movement + oppose/reverse 

390 

 

 

10s 
勉 

BEN, to exert oneself, to make efforts, to strive 

勉強   benkyō, study  (100) 

勉強家  benkyōka, studious person  (100, 83) 

勉学   bengaku, study  (10) 

勤勉   kinben, diligence  (842) 

 

avoid/woman striving to give birth + effort 



391 

 

 

8s 
放 

HŌ; hana(su), to let go, to release; 

hana(tsu), to set free, to send forth, to shoot 

放送   hōsō, broadcasting  (331) 

放射   hōsha, radiation  (882) 

放火   hōka, arson  (8) 

放課後  hōkago, after school  (433, 111) 

開放   kaihō suru, to open, to throw open  (241) 

解放   kaihō, liberation, emancipation  (632) 

手放す  tebanasu, to let go  (32) 

 

drive off a person 

392 

 

 

3s 
万 

MAN, ten thousand; BAN 

万歳   banzai, Cheers!; Hurrah! Long live…  

(1294) 

万葉集  Manyōshū  (405, 309) 

万一   man-ichi, if by any chance  (1) 

万年筆  mannenhitsu, fountain pen  (64, 569) 

万国   bankoku, all nations  (123) 

万国博覧会 bankoku hakurankai, world fair  (123, 

564, 991, 87) 

万事   banji, everything 

 

simplification of all-encompassing swastika 

393 

 

 

8s 
味 

MI; aji, taste, relish; aji(wau), to taste; to experience 

味噌汁  miso shiru, miso soup  (--, 1361) 

意味   imi, meaning  (226) 

興味   kyōmi, interest, enjoyment 

中味   nakami, contents  (55) 

味見   ajimi, tasting  (18) 

無味   mumi, tastelessness  (796) 

味方   mikata, friend, ally  (204)  (652) 

調味料  chōmiryō, seasoning  (348, 599) 

正味   shōmi, net weight  (41) 

 

mouth + unfinished (phonet.: good) 

394 

 

 

8s 
命 

MEI, order, command; MYŌ; inochi, life 

命令   meirei, order, command  (603) 

使命   shimei, mission  (287) 

生命   seimei, life, soul  (42) 



命取りの inochitori no, fatal [disease]  (301)  

(life-taking) 

 

order + mouth 

395 

 

 

9s 
面 

MEN, side, phase, mask; 

omote, face, aspect, outside, front, surface; omo (lit.), 

face, surface; tsura, face [slang] 

方面   hōmen, direction; district  (204) 

表面   hyōmen, surface  (379) 

正面   shōmen, the front  (41) 

外面   gaimen, exterior  (91) 

場面   bamen, scene  (144) 

仮面   kamen, mask  (625) 

面会する menkai suru, to meet, to receive (a guest)  

(87) 

面接する mensetsu suru, to interview  (730) 

面積   menseki, area  (521) 

 

that which encloses the face → external appearance 

396 

 

 

11s 
問 

MON; to(u), to ask, to question; to accuse 

質問   shitsumon, question  (699) 

問題   mondai, problem, issue, trouble  (340) 

学問   gakumon, learning, scholarship  (10) 

疑問   gimon, doubt, question  (35) 

問屋   toiya, tonya*, dealer  (236) 

 

mouth at a gate 

397 

 

 

7s 
役 

YAKU, office, duty, role, use, service; EKI (lit.), war 

役に立つ yaku ni tatsu, to be useful  (73) 

役所   yakusho, public office  (312) 

市役所  shiyakusho, city office  (130) 

区役所  kuyakusho, ward office  (465) 

役人   yakunin, government official, functionary  

(39) 

役者   yakusha, actor, actress  (298) 

兵役   heieki, military service  (578) 

役目   yakume, role  (72) 

主役   shuyaku, principal role  (299) 

 



movement along road + weapon in hand = soldiers 

going to fight 

398 

 

 

16s 
薬 

YAKU; kusuri, medicine, chemicals, drug, pill 

薬局   yakkyoku, pharmacy  (262) 

薬学   yakugaku, pharmacology  (10) 

薬品   yakuhin, medicine, chemicals  (382) 

内用薬  naiyōyaku, medicine for internal use  

(364, 215) 

外用薬  gaiyōyaku, medicine for external use  (91, 

215) 

火薬   kayaku, gunpowder  (8) 

薬代   kusuridai, prescription charges  (338) 

目薬   megusuri, eye medicine  (72) 

薬指   kusuriyubi, ring finger  (289) 

 

plant + pleasure (phonet.: cure) 

399 

 

 

5s 
由 

YŪ, YU, yoshi, a reason, cause, significance, means, 

way 

自由   jiyū, liberty, freedom; free  (134) 

自由席  jiyūseki, non-reserved seat  (134, 520) 

不自由  fujiyū, inconvenience, discomfort, want  

(572, 134) 

理由   riyū, reason, cause; excuse  (220) 

由来   yurai, derivation  (217) 

 

drops falling from a wine press 

400 

 

 

8s 
油 

YU; abura, oil 

油絵   abura-e, oil painting  (89) 

石油   sekiyu, petroleum  (45) 

油田   yuden, oil field  (59) 

油性の  yusei no, oil-; oily  (723) 

植物油  shokubutsuyu, vegetable oil  (321, 387) 

灯油   tōyu, tōyū, kerosene  (556) 

 

water + wine press 

401 

 

 

6s 
有 

YŪ, U; a(ru), to exist, to have, to measure, to have 

experience, to happen, to consist of 

有り難う arigatō*, thank you  (949) 

有名な  yūmei na, famous, well-known  (71) 



有無   umu, existence  (796) 

有益   yūeki, benefit, profit  (619) 

有志   yūshi, volunteer  (692) 

所有者  shoyūsha, owner  (312, 298) 

 

a right hand holding a piece of meat; to have = to exist 

402 

 

 

12s 
遊 

YŪ, YU, aso(bu), to play, to be idle, to relax 

遊星   yūsei, planet  (154) 

遊戯   yūgi, play, game, sport, pastime  (1138) 

遊山   yusan, excursion  (24) 

遊覧   yūran, excursion, sightseeing  (991) 

遊び場  asobiba, playground  (144) 

 

movement + waving part + child (small part) → to 

move wave-like → to move in an unhurried fashion 

403 

 

 

4s 
予 

YO, kane(te), previous, prior; I 

予約   yoyaku, booking  (591) 

予定   yotei, schedule, previous arrangement  

(351) 

予想   yosō, anticipation, expectation  (532) 

予防   yobō, prevention  (791) 

 

weaving shuttle being pushed to one side: marginal 

self… 

404 

 

 

9s 
洋 

YŌ, ocean; Western 

西洋   seiyō, the West, the Occident  (152) 

西洋人  seiyōjin, Westerner  (152, 39) 

大西洋  taiseiyō, Atlantic Ocean  (53, 152) 

洋間   yōma, Western-style room  (92) 

洋服   yōfuku, Western-style clothes  (385) 

洋食   yōshoku, Western food  (146) 

 

water + sheep 

405 

 

 

12s 
葉 

YŌ, ha, leaves, foliage 

葉書   hagaki, postcard  (142) 

落ち葉  ochiba, fallen leaf/leaves  (408) 

葉巻   hamaki, cigar  (826) 

針葉樹  shinyōju, conifer  (905, 888) 

葉緑素  yōryokuso, chlorophyll  (412, 737) 



 

plant-life + generation + tree 

406 

 

 

12s 
陽 

YŌ, hi, positive, male principle in nature 

太陽   taiyō, sun  (164) 

太陽系  taiyōkei, solar system  (164, 844) 

陽気   yōki, season, weather; cheerfulness  (11) 

陽極   yōkyoku, anode  (464) 

 

hill + sun shining down 

407 

 

 

14s 
様 

YŌ, way, style, manner; situation, appearance; 

sama, zama, polite suffix for personal names; state, 

way, form, condition 

神様   kamisama, god  (324) 

皆様   minasama, Everyone…  (1064) 

様子   yōsu, appearance, manner, state  (25) 

仕様   shiyō, way, means  (285) 

様式   yōshiki, pattern, style, form  (295) 

同様な  dōyō na, similar, of the same kind  (187) 

有様   arisama, situation  (401) 

 

tree + sheep + long 

408 

 

 

12s 
落 

RAKU, o(chiru), to fall (v.i.), to be omitted, to be 

inferior to; o(tosu), to let drop, to lose, to omit, to 

make worse 

落第する rakudai suru,to fail an examination  

(339) 

落成   rakusei, completion (building, etc.)  (515) 

落下   rakka, fall, descent  (7) 

落下物  rakkabutsu, falling object, fallen object  

(7, 387) 

落葉   ochiba, fallen leaf/leaves  (405) 

落し物  otoshimono, dropped item  (387) 

速度落とせ sokudo-otose, reduce speed  (534, 356) 

 

plant + water + each (early meaning: descend and 

stop) 



409 

 

 

10s 
流 

RYŪ, RU, naga(re), stream, current, flow; 

naga(reru), to flow; naga(su), to set afloat, wash 

away, pour, flush, drain 

流れ星  nagareboshi, shooting star  (154) 

流行   ryūkō, fashion, vogue  (118) 

電流   denryū, electric current  (180) 

合流   gōryū, confluence  (121) 

一流   ichiryū, first class  (1) 

上流   jōryū, upstream, upper class  (37) 

流布する rufu suru, to circulate; to spread  (778) 

 

the flow of fluid at birth 

410 

 

 

10s 
旅 

RYO, tabi, travel, journey, trip 

旅行   ryokō, trip, travel  (118) 

旅館   ryokan, Japanese-style inn  (247) 

旅費   ryohi, travel expenses  (567) 

旅人   tabibito, traveller  (39) 

旅客   ryokyaku, traveller  (252) 

旅券   ryoken, passport  (661) 

 

persons under banner, setting out on campaign 

411 

 

 

6s 
両 

RYŌ, old Japanese monetary unit; both, pair 

両親   ryōshin, parents, father and mother  

(149) 

両方   ryōhō, both, both sides  (204) 

両手   ryōte, both hands  (32) 

両替する ryōgae suru, to exchange money  (1548) 

 

a gourd split into equal halves 

412 

 

 

14s 
緑 

RYOKU, ROKU; midori, green 

緑色   midori-iro, green (colour)  (145) 

常緑樹  jōryokuju, evergreen  (718, 888) 

新緑   shinryoku, fresh verdure  (148) 

緑地   ryokuchi, green tract of land  (167) 

緑青   rokushō, verdigris  (43) 

 

thread + exude (liquid from wine press) 



413 

 

 

5s 
礼 

REI, salutation, courtesy, bow, thanks, propriety 

失礼   shitsurei, discourtesy, rudeness  (501) 

礼儀   reigi, courtesy, manners, etiquette  (1137) 

無礼   burei, impoliteness, discourtesy  (796) 

敬礼   keirei, bow  (846) 

礼服   reifuku, full dress  (385) 

 

altar + kneeling figure 

414 

 

 

6s 
列 

RETSU, row, line 

行列   gyōretsu, row, procession  (118) 

前列   zenretsu, front row  (159) 

整列する seiretsu suru, to stand in a row; to form a 

line  (328) 

列車   ressha, train  (31) 

 

415 

 

 

13s 
路 

RO, road, route, path; ~ji, suffix denoting ‘way’ 

道路   dōro, road  (188) 

通路   tsūro, passage  (176) 

旅路   tabiji, journey  (410) 

線路   senro, railtrack  (329) 

航路   kōro, sea route  (479) 

路面電車 romendensha, tram  (395, 180, 31) 

 

foot + each (stop & start) = to proceed slowly, making 

trial of the ground with one’s foot 

416 

 

 

8s 
和 

WA, harmony, peace (Japan); yawa(ragu), to soften, 

to calm down (v.i.); nago(yaka), peaceful, genial 

大和   yamato*, Japan  (53) 

平和   heiwa, peace  (388) 

調和   chōwa, harmony  (348) 

和風   wafū, Japanese style  (198) 

和服   wafuku, Japanese clothes  (385) 

和室   washitsu, Japanese-style room  (136) 

和食   washoku, Japanese food  (146) 

和定食  wateishoku, Japanese-style set meal  

(351, 146) 

和英辞典 wa-ei jiten, Japanese-English dictionary  

(426, 500, 552) 

漢和辞典 kanwa jiten, dictionary of kanji in 



Japanese  (442, 500, 552) 

 

rice plant + mouth = pliant in speech = harmonious 
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